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Next Monthly Meeting - 24th June 7.15pm for 7.30pm start
Bill Bayley - Life on the Royal Yacht Brittania.

We are looking forward to welcoming Bill Bayley to our June meeting.
Bill spent 27 years in the Royal Navy of which seven were spent in
Royal Yacht service. After working on the royal yacht he trained in
bomb and mine disposal which meant him one of the first team
members charged with re-taking the Falkland Islands; he was awarded
the British Empire medal on his return.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

From our President …

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you who completed our recent Member Engagement
Survey, because your feedback will be invaluable in planning for the future. The results
make very interesting reading and your comments and ideas – always welcome –
provide plenty of food for thought.
Thank you for your lovely comments on the work of the committee – it is always great to
hear that our efforts are appreciated.
Personally, I do feel that we can find a way forward for the group and am confident that
Oakham WI will continue to thrive beyond the AGM in October this year.
Whether home or away, I hope you have been enjoying the beautiful summer weather
we have been experiencing and hope the heatwave conditions haven’t caused you too
many problems.
I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday for our June members’ meeting.
Jackie

Please also ensure that you carry a note of who we can contact in the case of an emergency
and details of any medication that a first responder might need to know about. This
should be carried in an easily accessible place when attending meetings and events.
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Oakham WI WhatsApp group
If you would like to join the Oakham WI WhatsApp group- a fun and
informal way of keeping in touch with other members, sharing local
information, etc - please email Jackie on oakhamwi@gmail.com, giving
her your mobile number and she will send a link for you to join.

Please remember WhatsApp is an open forum, visible to many of our members, and sensitive,
confidential or private information should not be shared.

Payment for events/activities
When paying for events/activities in which you are taking part, could we please ask that you
pay either directly online by bank transfer (the preferred option) to:
Oakham Women’s Institute
Sort code: 08-92-99
A/c no: 67228391
or by cheque, handed directly to our Treasurer - Linda B - or another
member of the committee acting on her behalf.

We would prefer if you DID NOT pay cheques into the WI account, because although these
show on our bank records, we have no reference with which to reconcile the payment; we can
not see who has made the payment, or what it is for.

Your cooperation in this matter would be very much appreciated.

Member’s travels:

Maureen enjoyed
a Rhine cruise

Jill enjoyed tea with giraffes in Namibia and
was pleased that the leopard didn’t seem to
want her for his tea.

Please send me photos of your July travels for
the next newsletter.

mailto:oakhamwi@gmail.com
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June Ramble

Four of us walked around the Hambleton peninsular,
a total of 4.9 miles, on one of the hottest days of the
year so far.

We parked in the centre of Hambleton and decided
to walk down the steepest hill on the route to the
southern shore of the peninsular, rather than walk up
it at the end of our walk and set off in the sunshine.
There was hardly any breeze and the water was like a
millpond - very tranquil. The way, following the route
of the Rutland Water cycle path from then on, was
quiet, with very few other walkers, runners or
cyclists, just the birdsong to accompany us. There
was also quite a lot of shade from the trees, which
meant the experience was much more pleasant.

One interlude along the way involved rescuing a
lamb, which had managed to get itself stuck between
two fences. It was quite tame and did seem to want
to walk with us for a short way, but we hope it
managed to find its way back to its mother in due
course.

Having completed the walk, the call of The Finches
Arms was too strong and we sat in the lovely garden
enjoying a cold drink before heading home.

The Mirror Cracked at Tolethope
On a perfect summer’s evening, a group of Oakham WI members, some partners and friends (14 in
total) met on the lawn at Tolethorpe Hall for drinks, prior to the performance by the Stamford
Shakespeare Company of The Mirror Cracked – an Agatha Christie murder mystery.
The play was funny and extremely well staged, with
ingenious set designs and gorgeous costumes. The plot left us guessing about the culprit until the very
end; here’s a clue

‘the butler DIDN’T do it’!

The whole evening was most enjoyable.



4

Adventure Golf at Ferneley’s

It was a lovely sunny day, albeit slightly windy, for our annual trip to Ferneley’s for Adventure golf and
lunch in The Dairy Barn Cafe. We divided up into two teams of four and one of three to tackle the course.
None of us took it too seriously, although several ‘Hole in Ones’, were applauded loudly. The winning
round of 21 came from Val H. Well done everybody!

Lunch and, in some cases, ice cream followed the golf. The food was excellent, as always, and we were
very well looked after by the staff. We were accommodated in the Function Room - a private space,
where our lively conversation couldn’t disturb other customers.

Right:
Jenny G
Gillian
Margaret T
Sharon
Chris L
Diane
Alison
Michelle
Jackie
Val

History group visit to The Old Manor, Long Clawson, Wednesday 4 June.
The Old Manor is a fascinating house, which has required considerable repairs
and alterations in the 25 years since the current owner Revd Simon Shouler
bought the property.
He dressed in character as Sir Henry Hastings, who had the house built in
1610 and led the tour around the property, describing the changes that had
been necessary to maintain the integrity of the house.
Fantastic cakes, scones, etc were served with tea/coffee in the church
afterwards.

Left clockwise: Margaret H, Alison,
Diane R, Jackie, Diane, Gill P,
Maggie.

Thank you to Liz H for the photos



5

Market Overton Ramble - 4.1 miles -Monday 7 July 10.15

Most months we offer a walk or two in order that we can get out in the fresh air and improve both our
physical and mental health. Our walks are described as rambles or ambles. A ramble is normally
between 3.5 and 4.5 miles and will involve some gentle climbs with the benefit of lovely views of the
beautiful Rutland countryside. Ambles tend to be under three miles and are often on flatter terrain.
Both ambles and rambles end with a social coffee or light lunch.

For our July ramble we will start in Market Overton
and walk across arable fields to Edmondthorpe.
There are some gentle climbs rewarded by beautiful
views across to Stapleford and Whissendine.

After our walk we will enjoy light refreshments at
the cafe at the Lodge Trust in Market Overton. The
cafe provides adults with learning disabilities the
chance to take part in work-based training. Profit is
put back into The Lodge Trust charity, which then
enables them to give more people the opportunity
to gain skills in catering, hospitality and tourism.

Please register your interest by emailing oakhamwievents@gmail.com with Ramble in the
subject bar to add your name to the list, stating whether you want to walk or just join us for
refreshments. Car shares will be organised once we know participants.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/veggiesosage/

mailto:oakhamwievents@gmail.com
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Summer Outing - Drayton House - Wednesday 16 July

This is a unique opportunity to visit an
impressive house not normally open to the
public.
We will be travelling by coach to the village of Lowick in
Northamptonshire to visit Drayton House which has
been described:

‘One of the best-kept secrets of the English
country-house world, Drayton has remained hidden,
mysterious, rarely open, guarding its privacy’ across
more than 700 years. Though ‘far less well-known than

On arrival in Lowick we will visit St Peters church where the churchwarden will point out the
main features of the church including the Jesse Window dating from around 1330 depicting
16 figues, the ancestors of Jesus.
After our visit to the church we will have lunch at the Snooty Fox, a renowned gastropub:
One review states: “What a great place, from the moment we stepped in we were
beautifully looked after. Staff could not do enough for us, and always on hand and chatty
without being obtrusive. We had beer, cocktails and wine, all excellent and the food was
outstanding across the board.”. Linda our treasurer, has negotiated a special price for our
lunch at this impressive restaurant.
After our lunch the coach will drive us through the grounds to the house where we will enjoy
our tour before returning by coach to Oakham.
In order that this visit is affordable for as many members as possible it is being subsidised
from our funds in accordance with the objectives of the WI. “To advance the education of
women and girls for the public benefit in all areas, including cultural subjects”

We are therefore to charge £45 for this visit which includes return coach, the visit to the
church, a guided tour of Drayton House, and a two course lunch, which I am sure you will
agree is excellent value for money. (those who have already paid £50 will receive a partial
refund.)

To book your place either sign up at the June meeting or email oakhamwi@gmail.com
with Drayton in the subject bar.

the other Sackville house at Knole in Kent, Drayton similarly resembles a small fortified village in a
parkland setting, retains outstanding C17 and C18 furnishings, and has not been subject to major
alterations during the past 200 years.’
There is an article in the independent which gives an insight to this special building:
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/news/saltburn-mansion-house-real-dra
yton-b2473869.html

By Drayton House: north-east wing by John Sutton, CC BY-SA 2.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=108786249

https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/news/saltburn-mansion-house-real-drayton-b2473869.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/news/saltburn-mansion-house-real-drayton-b2473869.html
mailto:oakhamwi@gmail.com
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Remember you can also look at our website for details of future meetings and events and
also photographs from previous events: https://wioakham.wixsite.com/mysite

Date and time Event
Wednesday 25 June
2pm

Social Sixes

Friday 4 July Federation Quiz

Monday 7 July
10.15am

July Ramble: Market Overton

Wednesday 16 July Summer Outing to Drayton House by coach
with lunch at the Snooty Fox, Lowton

Wednesday 6 August
10.15am

August Ramble: Harringworth

Tuesday 9 September
12 noon

Petanque

Thursday 18 September
10.30am

Canal walk and coffee

Monday 6 October
am

Craft session

Wednesday 15 October
10.30am

Edith Weston walk and lunch

Wednesday 19 November
pm

Craft session

Monday 15 December
am

Christmas Table decoration

https://wioakham.wixsite.com/mysite
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